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Founding members
of Fantastic Ostrava

The idea of the convention was developed sometime in 2017, when two
fantasy fans, Karel Krajča and Roman Bílek, decided that an event of this
kind would find its place in Ostrava City. In time, the organization team
has grown. Now the heart and brain behind the convention are in the
hands of seven dedicated organizers and, on top of it, loyal lifetime fans!

From the beginning, the goal was to arrange an event
open to the general public, just as much as a die-hard
fan base. The plan was to make sure we have program
and activities for everyone, including families with the
youngest visitors.

The world of fantasy allows people to connect over a
variety of art. That also requires a suitable space that is
both accessible and iconic for the city where the
convention takes place.

Triple hall Karolina (Trojhalí Karolina) historical area
offers ample possibilities to the general public. Thanks
to its modern function, the cultural monument
represents a unique combination of the Ostrava
industrial heritage with a new multi-functionality,
beauty, energy and power. 

Right now, Fantastic Ostrava is the biggest popculture
convention in Moravia-Silesian Region.
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MFC Silesia - Medival Full
Contact Fighting during the
exhibiton fight

The first year of Fantastic Ostrava (Fantastická Ostrava) did take place
in 2018. The program consisted mainly of the presence of Czech
authors, a few local cosplayers and a variety of exhibitions. The
cooperation with Star Trek Subspace Mission, a group of Star Trek fans,
allowed us to show costumes and props of this undying TV show. The
House of Knight Virtues taught people how to fight with padded
swords, axes and scimitars.

Over 3000 visitors attended the first year of the convention.

For the second year, we invited a Polish group of builders called Yavin,
who brought a beautiful Star Wars exhibition containing statues, ships
and building models. This cooperation opened the door to abroad
cooperation. We again assured many Czech authors, including Ondřej
Neff - he is considered the "king" of science fiction literature in Czechia.
The popularity of the convention increased rapidly.

Aproximately 5500 visitors attended the second year of Fantastic
Ostrava.

The strongest year for visitors was in 2022. After a pandemic-induced
break, we feared that visitor interest would drop off. But the opposite
was true. This year, for the first time, we introduced several exciting
movement activities and workshops. We opened an artists alley,
expanded the range of vendor booths, food and rest areas. The first
Cosplay Show  competition undoubtedly attracted the most attention. 

In 2022, we counted a whopping 7,500 visitors!
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Cosplay Show is a great fun!

For the first time during the convention, and for the
first time in Ostrava City, we organized a classic
cosplay competition!

Cosplay Show was a huge success. We received many applications.
Visitors were excited to see brilliant work and skills of the
competitors and enjoyed great hours of fun and entertainment!

The jury of the Cosplay Show was composed of three professional
Czech cosplayers who righfully earned their name and prestige
during many European cosplay competiotions.
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What's next?
Fantastic Ostrava is a convention that delivers a
new program for the pop culture community
each year. To that end, we plan to grow and
continue to reach out to the general public as
well as smaller communities that will help to
make our convention unique, colorful, and
entertaining for all ages.

For 2023 and beyond, we plan to expand the
regular program - include a gaming zone and
more exhibitions. Also keep allowing visitors to
meet engaging people from the modern pop-
culture scene. From writers to actors and
sicentists.

We also plan to expand Cosplay Show and reach
to the abroad. The judges for the cosplay
competition 2023 will be assembled from Czech
and foreign cosplay professionals. The Cosplay
Show will also contain more categories to open
up for wider variety of competitors. The quality of
cosplays will, however, always be our top priority!

We hope to become unique and colorful
convention known in Europe and beyond. We are
dedicated and passionate of what we do and that
will never change.

From fans, to everyone.

Ostrava simply can be fantastic!
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